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European Dry Grassland Group (EDGG)
– Fact sheet –
History
The decision to establish a European Dry Grassland Group (EDGG) was made in August 2008 at the 5th Dry Grassland Meeting in Kiel, Germany. At this joint conference of the German Arbeitsgruppe Trockenrasen and the Working Group on Dry Grasslands in the Nordic and Baltic Region, which was attended by participants from nearly one dozen countries, we decided that we should combine the activities of these two groups and extend them to the whole of Europe. Accordingly, EDGG is meant as an umbrella organisation for research and conservation activities in European dry grasslands.
Aims
The basic aims of EDGG are
· to compile and to distribute information on research and conservation in dry grasslands beyond national borders and

· to stimulate active cooperation among dry grassland scientists (exchanging data, common data standards, joint projects)
EDGG covers all aspects related to dry grasslands, in particular:
plants - animals - fungi - microbia - soils - taxonomy - phylogeography - ecophysiology - population biology - species' interactions - vegetation ecology - syntaxonomy - landscape ecology - biodiversity - land use history - agriculture - nature conservation - restoration - environmental legislation - environmental education

Membership
The EDGG is an informal network that lives from the activities of its members. Everybody can become a member without any fee or other obligation. Since the official start of EDGG on 9 December 2008, when we had 191 members from 24 countries, our membership drastically and continuously increased (Fig. 1). Presently (as of 2 October 2009), we have 340 members from 35 countries, covering most of Europe but also including some extra-European countries (Fig. 2). Presently, vegetation scientists dominate among the members (ca. 80%).
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Fig. 1: Development of the numbers of EDGG members from the official launch of EDGG until 2 October 2009.
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Fig. 2: Regional distribution of EDGG members on 2 October 2009.

Activities and services
To achieve its aims, EDGG provides four basic facilities for the information exchange among dry grassland researchers and conservationists:

· European Dry Grassland Meetings, international scientific conferences organised annually in different places throughout Europe (2009 in Halle, Germany; 2010 in Slovakia; 2011 in Ukraine; see http://www.edgg.org/events.htm).
· EDGG Bulletin (ISSN 1868-2456), the quarterly electronic journal of the EDGG, published in full colour, with reports, announcements, book reviews, and short scientific articles (see http://www.edgg.org/publications.htm; recent issue is attached).

· EDGG homepage (http://www.edgg.org).
· EDGG mailing list for announcement of urgent issues.

Further activities concern:

· Publication of selected contributions of the European Dry Grassland Meetings in special features and conference volumes of national and international journals, guest-edited by colleagues from the EDGG. So far, there have been three special features in Tuexenia (and a fourth is in preparation), one in the Kieler Notizen zu Pflanzenkunde, as well as a 200-page conference volume in the series Arbeiten aus dem Institut für Landschaftsökologie Münster.
· Organisation of field trips (e.g. for sampling relevé data in underrepresented regions): Two first such international EDGG cooperations have been carried out in 2009 in Ukraine and in Romania.
Depending on both the wishes and the contributions of our members, one could think of additional activities, such as:

· Organisation of dry grassland sessions at conferences of other organisations.
· Organisation of specific courses for students, scientists, and practioners (e.g. determination of byophytes, lichens or critical vascular plant groups; methods in vegetation sampling and classification; methods in biodiversity research; conservation measures).
· Establishment of common data standards for national/regional vegetation databases and combination of such data in large-scale meta-analyses.
· Joint application for international research projects.
Subgroups
EDGG is an umbrella organisation and as such comprises regional or thematical subgroups. Currently, there are two such subgroups:

· German Arbeitsgruppe Trockenrasen (171 members)

· Working Group on Dry Grasslands in the Nordic and Baltic Region (57 members)
Presently, we are in the process of establishing two further regional subgroups for:

· Southeast Europe (Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova, Ukraine, potentially also Hungary and western Balkan countries)

· Mediterranean Region

Chairs
EDGG is run by its chairs, the coordinators of its subgroups, the local organising committees of the European Dry Grassland Meetings, and by further volunteers who help with publishing the Bulletins and the homepage.
Presently, EDGG has three chairs with equal rights but distributed responsibilities:

· Dr. Jürgen Dengler (Plant Systematics and Vegetation Ecology, Biocentre Klein Flottbek, University of Hamburg, Ohnhorststr. 18, 22609 Hamburg, Germany; e-mail: dengler@botanik.uni-hamburg.de): membership administration, contact to other organisations, and book review editor
· Dr. Monika Janišová (Institute of Botany, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Dumbierska 1, 97411 Banská Bystrica, Slovakia; e-mail: monika.janisova@savba.sk): handling editor of the Bulletin of the EDGG
· Dr. Solvita Rūsiņa (Faculty of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Latvia, Raina boul, 19, 1586 Riga, Latvia; e-mail: rusina@lu.lv): handling editor of the homepage of the EDGG
Jürgen Dengler, who is member of the IAVS, has volunteered to serve as contact person to the IAVS.

Relationship to other organisations
EDGG closely cooperates with all other groups and organisations that share our aims, such as IAVS and its subgroups, the European Section of the Society for Conservation Biology, the Workshop on Vegetation Databases, and the national geobotanical and ecological societies of various European countries. In particular, many EDGG members are also IAVS members. Further, many of them are active in other IAVS subgroups, such as European Vegetation Survey, EcoInformatics, or Nomenclature Commission, too. Already in the past, EDGG and IAVS cooperated, for example, in mutually announcing the conferences of the other group.

Finally, EDGG, resulting from one of its predecesors, the German Arbeitsgruppe Trockenrasen, has strong links to the phytosociological society of the German-speaking countries, the Floristisch-Soziologische Arbeitsgemeinschaft e. V. This society supported our last three conferences financially and always offered us to publish special features in its international journal Tuexenia. The Floristisch-Soziologische Arbeitsgemeinschaft has already announced through its president, Prof. Angelika Schwabe-Kratochwil, that it will continue its support when we become an official Working Group of the IAVS.
